
TEACHING ABOUT ARIZONA STATEHOOD 
 

 
 
 

Grade level: 2 to 5  

Materials and Resources: 
 
• CELEBRATE ARIZONA!  written and illustrated by Joan Sandin                        
Rio Chico Books for Children  (ISBN 978-1-933855-72-1) 
 

• Free Teaching Guide with student worksheets, (including maps, an Arizona flag to 
color, and suggestions for related activities), plus a teacher background and answer key 
 
Objectives 
 
Students will be able to: 
• See how people celebrated an important event 100 years ago 
• See who lived in Arizona in 1912 
• See what some Arizona towns and cities looked like back then 
• See the means of communication and transportation in 1912 
• See what happened on February 14, 1912 in President Taft’s White House 
• See actual documents and newspapers from that historical day. 
• Locate Arizona places on a map from 1912, and on a map from today 
• Follow the long and rocky road from territory to statehood  
• Learn interesting and fun facts about Governor Hunt and President Taft 
• Learn some vocabulary words they might not know 
• Perform extra activities directly related to what they are learning 
 
Pre-reading 
 
Using the Arizona map on the following page, students will identify the places that will 
appear in the story.  
Using the U.S. map, they will identify the state of Arizona and Washington D.C 

 
Student worksheets start on the next page, followed by the teacher key 

On February 14, 1912 President Taft signed the 
proclamation making Arizona the 48th state. 
 
Using Joan Sandin’s book, CELEBRATE 
ARIZONA!  your students will go back in 
time (in pictures and rhyme) to find out 
what went on in Washington D.C. and all 
over Arizona on that historical day. They 
will also learn interesting and fun facts 
about Governor Hunt, President Taft, 
and Arizona’s rocky road to statehood. 
 

Both the text and pictures in this book were 
carefully researched for historical accuracy 
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    On the map above, label Phoenix, Tucson, Prescott, 
Flagstaff, Bisbee, Nogales, the Grand Canyon, and Wickenburg. 
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On the map of the United States, label Washington D.C. and Arizona. 
 

 



Teaching Guide for CELEBRATE ARIZONA!  (ISBN 978-1-933855-72-1) by Joan Sandin 
This guide was created by the author; teachers are free to use all, or any part of it, in their teaching. 

Suggestions for student activities are underlined.  A teacher answer key follows the guide. 
 

All details in the book’s story and illustrations were carefully researched for historical accuracy. 3 

Cover and Front Endpaper 
 

headline endpaper 
 
Look at the picture on the front cover of the book. 
 
      1. Describe what you see. 
 
              

 
              
  
 Do you see any clues about when and where this book takes place? 
 
 2. When?            
 
 3. Where?            
 
 4. What does the headline on the newspaper say?     
      
              
 
 5. What is the building in the background?        
 
 6. If this picture had sound, what sounds would you hear?     
 
              
 
              
  
 7. Guess what this book is going to be about?       
 
              
 
Open the book.  
 
 Look at the front endpaper - the page glued to the back of the cover.  
 

  1. Who do you think these kids might be?       
 
              
 
 Look at the map on the endpaper. 
 
  1. Is this a modern Arizona map?         
 
  Find places you know on this map. 
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Page 2 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What is the building on this page?        
     
3. What time of day is it?           
 
Page 3 
 
1. Who are the people in the picture at the top of the page?      
 
              
 
2. What room is this?           
 
3. Whose desk do we see?         
      
4. What do we say for “motion picture camera” today?       
 
Page 4 
 
1. Where is this taking place?          
 
2. What special day is it?          
   
3. Who is in the picture?           
 
4. Whose picture is on the front page of the newspaper?      
 
5. Why do you think the valentine says “to my honorable papa”?     
 
              
 
Page 5 
 
1. Why do these boys sleep at their school?        
 
2. Why is it called the “Indian School”?         
 
3. Tell what’s happening in the picture at the bottom.       
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Page 6 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What mountain is in the background?        
      
3. How do these kids get to school?         
 
4. Do you know what school is in the picture at the bottom?      
 
5. Is it still there today?           
 
Page 7 
 
1. What do you see at the top of the page?        
 
2. Who are the people?           
 
3. What do you see in the (bottom left) picture that was grown in Arizona?    
 
4. Why is the boy with the broom not in school?        
 
              
 
 
Page 8 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What time is it?            
 
3. What are these kids singing? Why?         
 
Page 9 
 
1. Who are these men?           
 
2. Why do you think this truck is decorated in red, white, and blue?     
 
              
 
3. What do you think the last 2 lines might mean?       
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Page 10 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. Why do you think people are bringing wood “to add to the pile”?     
 
             
  
Page 11 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What work do these men do?         
      
3. What is one of the men sitting on?         
 
4. What does “Fire in the hole!” mean?         
 
Pages 12 -13 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. Do all the people in the picture live in Arizona?       
 
Pages 14 -15 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What time is it?            
 
3. What is the document on the left?         
 
4. Who is sitting at the desk?            

 

 

   5. What has he promised to do? 
 
          
 
         
 

             
 
   Write what he is saying in the 
 
   speech bubble.   
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Pages 16 -17 
 
1. Where is this?            
          
3. What do you think the message said?         
 
              
 
4. How was it sent?            
 
5. How will the boys deliver the message?        
 
6. Is this how news is spread today?         
 
Page 18 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
Find George Hunt in the picture? 
 
2. Is he walking or riding?          
 
3. Who’s in the carriage?           
 
4. Who else is in the parade?          
 
5. Describe some of the people in the crowd.        
 
              
 

Page 19 
 
1. Where have you seen this newspaper before?       
 
2. Why is Hunt raising his right hand?         
 
3. Who is next to him?           
 
4. Do they look happy or sad?          
 

Ellipsis… 
 
5. Do you know what an ellipsis … at the end of a sentence means?    
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Page 20 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What is the building in the background?        
 
3. Do you know what this building is used for today?       
 
4. Who do you think is standing on the balcony?       
 
              
 
Page 21 
 
1. What is Governor Hunt doing?          
 
2. What is he saying?           
 
             
    
3. What has scared the horses?          
 
4. What does the captain do?          
 
Page 22 
 
1. Where is this?            
  
2. What are these people doing?          
 
              
 
3. Describe all the loud sounds.          
 
              
 
4. What building is on the bottom left?         
 
5. Is it still there today?           
 
6. Why do you think the judge let the 3 men go free?       
 
              
 
7. Do you think they had committed serious crimes?      
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Page 23 

 
       
     
 

4. Can you guess who Arthur H. Wilde might be?       
 
Page 24 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What is the girl with the shovel doing?         
 
3. Do you think the tree is still there today?        
 
Page 25 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. Why is there a line of posts down the middle of the road?      
 
3. Is that how it looks today?          
 
4. What do you think the people on the roof are looking at?      
 
              
 
5. What language is ¿Qué pasa allá?         
 
6. What does it mean?           
 

1. Who is on the horse?  
 
     
 
Write what he might be saying 
 
in the speech bubble. 
 
2. Where are the people in the 
 
streetcar going?    
 
     
 
3. Why?    
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Picture at the bottom 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. Why are the buildings decorated?         
 
3. Write what the people are shouting.         
 
Page 26 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. What part of Arizona?           
 
3. Who do you think these people are?         
 
4. Is the building in the top picture still there today?       
 
5. Why are some people in the bottom picture wearing uniforms?     
 
             
    
Page 27 
 
1. Where is this?            
 
2. Why is no one celebrating?          
 
Page 28 - 29 
 
1. What is happening in these pictures?         
 
              
 
              
      
2. How would you describe the mood?         
 
3. Why do you think the dog is barking?         
 
4.How many stars does this flag have? Why?        
 
5. How many stars are on the flag today?         
 
6. Whose birthday is it?           
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Page 30             How Arizona Became a State 
 
1. Before Arizona was a state, what was it?        
 
Write down some of the steps to statehood 
 
 1856             
 
             
   
 1862             
 
 1863             
 
 1902             
 
              
 
 1909             
 
              
 
 1910             
 
 1912             
 

   
  
4. Do you know any other citizen rights Arizona has?       
 
5. What important Arizona law was passed in November 1912?     
 
              
 
 A. Was this law before or after the rest of the country?      
 
5. Did Native Americans have the right to vote in 1912?      

2. What did President Taft say about the recall of judges? 
 
Write your answer in the speech bubble. 
 
3. What did Arizonans do?      
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Page 31                   George W. P. Hunt 
 
1. Who was George W.P. Hunt?          
 
2. What does W. P. stand for? (Hint: See page 19!)       
 
3. Was Hunt born in Arizona?          
 
4. What was his first job in Globe?         
 
5. Did he keep that job his whole life?         
 
6. Who was his wife?           
 
7. Did they have any children?          

  
   
9. What does “a man of the people” mean?        
 
              
 
10. How many terms did Hunt serve as governor?       
 
11. Is there any other state governor who has served as long?     
 
12. What did some people call George W.P. Hunt because of that?     
 
             
   
 

The Arizona Flag 
 

1. Who made the first Arizona flag?         
 
2. Why was it not flown on Statehood Day?        
 
              
 
3. What year did it become the official state flag?       

    
    8. What were some things Hunt believed in? 
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    Color the flag. Cut it out. Hang it up somewhere in your school or classroom! 
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Statehood Date 
 
1. What was the first date chosen for Arizona statehood?      
 
2. Why was it changed?           
 
3. Which town did not hear about the change in time?       
 
4. Why was that?            
 
 

Arizona Nicknames 
 
1. What are some of Arizona’s nicknames?        
 
              
 
2. What is now the official Arizona nickname?        
 
3. What year did that happen?          

 

William H. Taft 
 
1. Who was William H. Taft?          
 
2. What were the years of his term?         
 
3. What are some things he is famous for?        
 
              
 
4. How many new states came into the Union during his term?     
 
 A. Which ones?          
   
5. What was a historical first for the Arizona signing?       
 
              
 

Back Endpaper 
 

Compare the back endpaper with the front endpaper       
 
1. How are they different?            
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Extra Activities 
     

collage rhyme rhythm research archives 
 
Did you notice that most of the newspapers in the pictures were real newspapers? 
Joan Sandin found these papers searching the internet. Then she printed them out 
and pasted them into her pictures. That kind of art is called a collage. 
 
Draw or paint a picture. Make it a collage by pasting another picture or object on it. 
 
 

Group Activity 
Draw a large map of Arizona on the floor. Divide the class into nine groups – all the 
Arizona places mentioned in the story, plus Washington D.C. Each Arizona group 
stands in the appropriate spot on the map and reads the verses from the story that 
happened there. End by all singing Happy Birthday, Arizona. 
 
This book was written in rhyme. The author hadn’t planned on doing that from the 
beginning, but found it made the story livelier and more fun to read out loud. 
 
Make a list of the words that rhyme in the story.  
See if you can change one of the lines, and still make it rhyme. 
 
Each line has a rhythm. Tap out the rhythm as you read each line. 
 
It takes a lot of research to write and illustrate a book like Celebrate Arizona!  
Joan Sandin looked at lots of pictures and read stacks of books and old 
newspapers to find out what happened. She found good information in libraries, 
archives, and online. 
 
You can do some research too! Find out what the colors and shapes on the 
Arizona flag mean by going to:  
 

http://www.azsos.gov/public_services/kids/the_state_flag.htm 
     

  

One more thing! Joan Sandin  
painted her granddaughter Elsa 
into many of the pictures.  
 
Can you find Elsa? 
 





CELEBRATE ARIZONA! 
 


Teacher Background and Answer Key 
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Cover  


1. Students may select items on the front and back cover. 
2. Clothing, hair styles, dogs without collars, newspaper headline 
3. Phoenix (Capitol Building and newspaper is the clue) Tucson (newspaper) Bisbee (houses on hills) 
4. “The Forty-eighth State Steps Into the Union Today” 
5. The Capitol (in 1912) Now the Arizona State Capitol Museum 
6. Fireworks, barking dogs, streetcar screeching, drum, laughter, cheering, singing 
7. They should be able to guess it’s a celebration of some kind. 
 


Front Endpaper 
1. Kids from all over the state waving US flags. Talk about Arizona’ diversity 
 
The map is from 1912. Talk about places that the students have heard of, or visited, and those that are no 
longer there. Talk about why towns appear and disappear. In Arizona, a lot of that has to do with mining. 
 
Page 2 
1. Washington D.C. 
2. The White House 
3. Early morning. See the lights on in a few rooms, smoke in the chimneys. 
Page 3 
1. President William H. Taft, his wife Helen “Nellie” Taft and their youngest son Charles (14 at the time.) 
2. This is the Oval Office as it looked in 1912 
3. The President’s desk 
4. Video camera, movie camera, camcorder 
Page 4 
1. George Hunt’s suite at the Ford Hotel on Washington Street in Phoenix 
2. Valentine’s Day and/or Statehood Day 
3. George W.P. Hunt and Virginia Hunt, his seven-year-old daughter 
4. George Hunt’s (same newspaper as on the book’s cover) 
5. Virginia knows her father will be called the Honorable Governor Hunt after his inauguration 
Page5 
1. Arizona Indian children were sent to boarding schools in 1912. 
2. The students were Native Americans. 
3. Students might describe the dormitory building in the background, the boys’ uniforms, and instruments. 
Page 6 
1. Tucson (west side, near the river) 
2. Sentinel Peak, now popularly called “A” mountain. There was no “A” in 1912. 
3. The kids walk, and ride mules and donkeys 
4. Davis School 
5. Built in 1901. Now called Davis Bilingual Elementary School (TUSD) 
Page 7 
1. Old Main (University of Arizona, Tucson) built in 1891 
2. U of A students, (both men and women) 
3. Oranges, important Arizona crop in 1912 (Arizona was famous for the five C’s: Citrus, Cattle, Copper, 
Cotton and Climate) 
4. This boy could have been working before school, or instead of going to school, if his family needed the 
income  
Page 8 
1. Prescott street 
2. 7:25 AM (Look at the clock) 
3. The National Anthem (Oh say can you see…) 
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Page 9 
1. Masons (Freemasons) were having a convention in Prescott and they joined the celebration. 
2. Students can guess what might be going on.  
3. The last two lines refer to the Statehood Tree,that would be planted later that day. Every child who was 
born in Arizona was welcome to put a spade full of dirt into the hole. Any student who knows this should get 
extra points! 
Page 10 
1. Morley Avenue, Nogales, Arizona 
2. There will be a big bonfire later that day. 
Page 11 
1. Bisbee and/or the Copper Queen Mine 
2. They are miners 
3. A box of dynamite 
4. Live explosives in the wall 
Pages 12–13 
1. The Grand Canyon 
2. The woman and children on page 12 are Arizona Navajos; the family on page 13 are tourists from Boston 
Pages 14-15 
1. The Oval Office in the White House 
2. 10:23 AM EST (8:23 AM in Arizona) 
3. Arizona Statehood Proclamation 
4. President William H. Taft 
5. He has promised to sign the proclamation. 
    He is saying: “I welcome Arizona into the Union, and wish her people all prosperity…” 
Pages 16-17 
1. Phoenix and/or the Western Union office 
2. “President William H. Taft has this day proclaimed that the admission of the State of Arizona into the 
Union is now complete.”(Some students may spot this message being read by Arthur H. Wilde on page 23.) 
3. It was sent from the White House by telegraph. The telegraph machine can be seen on page 16, the 
telegraph poles on page 17. 
4. By bicycle 
5. Some of the ways: television, newspapers, the internet, social media, phone 
Page 18 
1. Phoenix and/or Washington Street, a mile east of the Capitol. 
2. Hunt is walking (to show he is “a man of the people”.) In the future, he was always driven! 
3. Duett and Virginia Hunt (his wife and daughter) 
4. Bands, boy scouts, cars, carriages, horses 
5. Western Union messengers, Hunt’s bodyguard, newsboy, dogs, men, women, children 
Page 19 
1. Cover of the book, and/or page 4 
2. He is taking the Oath of Office 
3. His wife Duett and daughter Virginia 
4. Virginia looks happy. Duett looks somewhat pensive. 
5. An ellipsis (…) indicates something is missing from the sentence 
Page 20 
1. Phoenix  
2. The capitol building 
3.Today it is a museum 
4. Hunt, his wife and daughter plus state VIP’s 
Page 21 
1. Reading his speech 
2. “My administration will be progressive; it will be democratic…”  
Discuss what these words mean (administration, progressive, democratic with a small “d”) 
3. The noise of the cannons booming, the windows shaking 
4. The captain halts the salute after 38 rounds 
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Page 22 
1. Congress Street, Tucson 
2. Celebrating 
3. Bang, pop, sirens, whistles, bells, cheers 
4. The old Pima County Courthouse (torn down in 1927) 
5. No 
6. To celebrate Arizona becoming a state. This was reported in the local newspaper. 
Page 23 
1. A cowboy 
   “Yippee! Arizona’s a state!” or some such 
2. To the University of Arizona 
3. For the statehood celebration (Hint: the poster on the streetcar) 
4. The president of the University 
Page 24 
1. Prescott, Courthouse Plaza 
2. Planting the Statehood Tree 
3. This is a bit confusing: The original tree, a white oak, died within 2 years, but was replaced with a deodar 
cedar. Another “Statehood Tree” had been planted earlier, on July 4, 1910 to celebrate the Enabling Act, 
which authorized the people of the Territory of Arizona to frame a constitution and meet all the prerequisites 
for statehood. That tree is still alive. 
Page 25 
1. International Avenue, the Mexican/American border between Nogales AZ and Nogales Sonora 
2. To mark the border between the two countries 
3. Hardly! 
4. The bonfire 
5. Spanish 
6. What’s happening over there? 
Picture at the bottom 
1. Bisbee 
2. To celebrate statehood 
3.Statehood at last! 
Page 26 
1. Flagstaff and the Grand Canyon 
2. Northern Arizona 
3. People who live there, including Native Americans 
4. Yes 
5. These are Fred Harvey employees working at the hotel  
Page 27 
1. Wickenburg 
2. They started celebrating on February 12th; they’re probably exhausted! 
Page 28 – 29 
1. People are playing music, dancing, watching fireworks, waving flags 
2. Celebratory, happy, excited 
3. Excited by all the noise and activity 
4. 48 stars for the 48 states 
5. 50 (Alaska & Hawaii) 
6. Arizona’s! 
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Page 30   How Arizona Became a State 
1. A territory 
   Steps to statehood 
     1856 – Arizona is part of New Mexico Territory asks to be separate. Congress says no. 
 1862 – Congress finally agrees to create Arizona Territory 
 1863 – Abraham Lincoln signs it into law 
  People in Arizona petition over and over to become a state. 
 1902 – A delegation from Washington visits Arizona, decides it’s not ready for statehood 
 1909 – President Taft visits Arizona, asks the territory to submit a constitution 
 1910 – Arizona submits a state constitution. 
 1912 – Arizona becomes a state 
2. “No recall of judges!” 
3. After statehood, they put it back in the constitution 
4. Initiative and Referendum. The first initiative in 1912 was for women’s suffrage 
5. Women’s suffrage, 8 years before the US granted it (the 19th amendment) 
6. No 
Page 31    George W.P. Hunt 
1. Arizona’s first governor 
2. Wylie Paul 
3. No 
4. Waiting on tables 
5. No 
6. (Helen) Duett Hunt 
7. Yes, a daughter named Virginia who was seven in 1912 
8. Free public schools, women’s suffrage, child labor laws. He was against capital punishment. 
9. A politician who listens to, and is sensitive to ordinary people’s needs and wants 
10. Seven 
11. No 
12. His Royal Highness George VII 


The Arizona Flag 
1. Nan Hayden, the wife of Carl Hayden, Arizona’s first U.S. representative and seven-time U.S. senator 
2. No one could agree on how it should look 
3. 1917 


Statehood Date 
1. February 12, 1912 
2. President Taft was out of town 
3. Wickenburg 
4. Communications were poor 


Arizona Nicknames 
1. Valentine State, Copper State, Baby State, the Grand Canyon State 
2. The Grand Canyon State 
3. 2011 


William H. Taft 
1. America’s 27th president 
2. 1909 to 1913 
3. New Mexico and Arizona statehood, first president to own and drive a car, heaviest president 
4. Two, New Mexico and Arizona 
5. The signing was the first to be filmed 


Back Endpaper 
1. Kids have modern clothes, there are both U.S. and Arizona flags, and the map is from today, with place 
names that didn’t exist in 1912. 
 


Joan Sandin welcomes comments on this teaching guide. 
Please write her at: joansandin@cox.net 


You can visit her website at: http://www.joansandin.com 





